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In the United States Patent and Trademark Office 



.e Application of: 

Daryn KENNY et al. 



Confirmation No.: 9458 



Serial No.: 09/872,493 



Group Art Unit: 1634 



Filing Date: June 1,2001 



Examiner: Jeanine Anne GOLDBERG 



Title: HIGHLY SENSITIVE GENE DETECTION AND LOCALIZATION USING IN SITU 
BRANCHED-DNA HYBRIDIZATION 



Responsive to the second Office Action for this patent application, kindly reconsider this 
application in light of the amendments and remarks set forth in this paper. Accompanying this paper 
is the fee for a one-month extension of time. 

Amendments to the Claims: 

The amendments to the claims are reflected in the listing of the claims set forth on pages 2 to 8 
of this paper. 



The remarks in support of this application are set forth on pages 9 to 1 8 of this paper. 
ATTACHMENTS: 

The following references are attached to the end of this paper for the Examiner's convenience: 

1 . Collins et al., A branched DNA Signal Amplification Assay for Quantification of Nucleic Acid 
Targets Below 100 Molecules/mL, NUCLEIC ACIDS RESEARCH 25(15):2979-2984 (1997);and 

2. Urdea et al., A Comparison of Non-Radioisotopic Hybridization Assay Methods Using 
Fluorescent, Chemiluminescent, and Enzyme-Labeled Synthetic Oligodeoxyribonucleotide 
Probes, NUCLEIC ACIDS RESEARCH 16(1 1):4937-4956 (1988). 
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